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almost unchanged, but the number placed on probation is greatly
increased. In Oxford City the number sentenced to imprisonment
for more than three months declines by nearly two-thirds, but there
is an increase in the total number of short sentences, i.e. of three
months or less. In this connexion it may be remarked that there
appears to be very general agreement among penologists that short
sentences are both expensive and troublesome to the community and
unfair to the person sentenced, since they are neither deterrent nor
long enough for any reformative treatment to be effective. That
imprisonment as an effective deterrent to crime has definite limita-
tions is suggested by the following figures (Table 64) for discharges
from Oxford prison and reconvictions in recent years:

TABLE 64
Discharges and reconvictions. Oxford prison
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In each case the reconviction took pkce in the same year as the dis-
charge, so that rather more than i in 10 of those discharged from
Oxford prison are in prison again within twelve months.
The distribution of indictable offences between first offenders and
recidivists may appropriately be considered at this point.1 In the city,
while the total number of recidivists has risen by only about one-
eleventh, that of first offenders has increased by seven-elevenths, and
the whole of this latter increase is produced by the increase of 'other
crimes against property'. Recidivists, on the other hand, were re-
sponsible for 3 out of the 5 cases of sexual crime in 1956. In the
county, however, while the number of recidivists remains stationary,
their proportion of the total has risen from 20 to 28 per cent. The
figures for Abingdon are affected by the circumstance that, in 1936,
jo first offenders from Oxford (of an average age of 17\ years) were
charged together in respect of a single offence, so that the figure
for that year may be regarded as unduly swollen. But even if these
be omitted the number of first offenders is still all but treble that
of 1931, while the number of recidivists has only increased by
one-fifth.
Turning now to non-indictable offences akin to indictable, it will
be seen that in all three parts of the Area there is a decline in total
figures,, although the component figures move in very different ways.
1 Tables C 1-3 in Appendk VIE.